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Performance Notes 

  accelerando/ritardando (number of beams indicates relative speed)  

durational continuum (shortest to longest)      

rest/break continuum (shortest to longest) 

senza misura 

gradual change from one mode of play to 
another 

continue tremolo for the duration of the 
wavy line 

indicates that interpretive marking 
applies to both staves 

dead stroke  

double lateral (2 + 2) roll 

ripple roll 

Accidentals apply only to the notes they immediately precede, with the exception of repeated pitches. 

The work requires a 5-octave marimba and nine (9) graduated woodblocks, more or less evenly distributed 
in pitch within an approximately 3-octave range between A3 and A6.   

As a general guideline to determine the pacing of the non-metered sections, each system of music in 
proportional notation is approximately 8 to 10 seconds in duration. 

All rolled chords are to be executed as ripple rolls unless otherwise indicated.  

 

 

Program Note 

Der Wortfrühe (The Early Worder) is the twenty-third in a series of short works for solo instrument based 
upon characters from Der Ohrenzeuge: Fünfzig Charaktere (Earwitness: Fifty Characters), written in 1974 by the 
Bulgarian-born British-Austrian novelist Elias Canetti (1905-1994).  Canetti's distinctive studies incorporate 
poetic imagery, singular insights, and unabashed wordplay to create fifty ironic paradigms of human 
behavior.  This collection, begun in 1997, was inspired by the vividly surreal depictions of Canetti’s 
characters, and comprises twenty-two solo works to date—composed for familiar instruments such as violin, 
guitar, piano, and trombone, as well as less common instruments such as ocarina, cimbalom, glass 
harmonica, and carillon. In Canetti's depiction of this character, the early worder “speaks on ice skates and 
outstrips pedestrians.  The words drop from his mouth like empty hazelnuts…. It is not his heart that 
runneth over, but the tip of his tongue… His blinking is a signal that it will go on, it is not yet over, then he 
blinks again and keeps blinking until the other man gives up all hope and listens…. He has an easy time 
with time, while other people struggle under its weight, he has gotten over and ahead of time and never 
takes a breath to catch his breath.” 

Der Wortfrühe was completed in January of 2025 and composed for percussionist Gregory Beyer. 
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(The Early Worder)  

The early worder speaks on ice skates and outstrips pedestrians.  The words drop from his mouth like 
empty hazelnuts.  They are light, being empty, but there are many of them.  There is one with meat for 
every thousand empty ones, but that is mere chance.  The early worder says nothing he has thought over, 
he says it beforehand.  It is not his heart that runneth over, but the tip of his tongue.  Nor does it matter 
what he says, so long as he starts.  His blinking is a signal that it will go on, it is not yet over, then he 
blinks again and keeps blinking until the other man gives up all hope and listens.   

The early worder does not lower himself to sit down, that would be a slow affair, he would rather frolic 
around in skating rinks, which are bright and smooth and where others of his ilk hastily admire him.  He 
avoids darkness.  He swallows the newspaper.  He reads it as though personally speaking it, so fast, it is 
already transformed into his words, it tumbles out of his mouth and reports on yesterday and the day after 
tomorrow.  He has an easy time with time, while other people struggle under its weight, he has gotten over 
and ahead of time and never takes a breath to catch his breath.  So it does not really matter what 
newspaper he reads, he pulls one from every pile, none is old, so long as it is a different one, and all the 
headlines are easy to transpose.   

The early worder has never changed, for nothing sticks to him.  He is instantly rid of people and clothes: 
without quite noticing it, he gets to others; and as for people, they all have first names that are repeated.  If 
things do not work without names, he uses any old name and is already blinking as soon as he has spoken 
it, people think he is joking and no one gets around to asking.   

The early worder has people for his own practice.  They are no different for him than anyone else, yet they 
are somewhat bothered that they are not quite new.  He would much prefer to trade them in for others, and 
then do the same with these, and so on and on, for they are much too keen on being known to him and 
readily misuse a moment to open their mouths and say something.   

— Elias Canetti, Der Ohrenzeuge: Fünfzig Charaktere 
(translated by Joachim Neugroschel) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English translation ©1979 by The Seabury Press, Inc. 
text used by permission of Carl Hauser Verlag, München. 
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